Ever wonder how cover designs evolve? Me too. Also, another book on the house.

My outstanding cover artist Rebekah has been toiling in the salt mines
of Photoshop to make an updated Tyche's Flight cover. I thought it
might be fun to show y'all the results, as well as the evolution of the
design.
This week:
The evolution of a cover, as well as
The actual cover! Plus
A book, on the house, for anyone on Amazon, iTunes, or Kobo.
Let's dig in, shall we?

Dedalo
Before we get to any of that, let's talk about female protagonists. While
remastering Upgrade, I've been thinking about my treatment of women
in fiction. I stumbled across this sample, very Alien-esque. No dialogue,
just a human working for survival. The end doesn't pull punches. No
princesses in castles here. Nossir.

Tyche's Flight's New Cover
New hat, new shoes, amirite?
Rebekah from Vivid Covers did such a good job with the three covers
for Demons, Ghosts, and Angels I had to see if she was free to update
covers for Flight, Deceit, and Crown.
She wasn't free but she's doing 'em anyway. How these things usually
start is:
1. I have a great idea for a cover; then
2. She tells me it's all wrong and we do it her way.
This is professionalism at its finest. My initial idea for the cover was
this:

When Nate and Grace first land on Absalom Delta, they get rickrolled
by the Ezeroc. There is a big fight, at the end of which they are running
down streets, shit is on fire, etc. It's the first time in the book they
stand back to back against the roaches. The Tyche comes in at the last
minute and saves them (I naturally paraphrase three chapters of
brilliance here). Grace has her sword, Nate his blaster and sword, they
are surrounded by the insects.
So, that scene where they are back to back, blades out, surrounded by

insects, with the tyche in the distance but coming in to save them?
Yeah, that'd be great. Sounds totally easy too. ὣ
During the process of Richard-does-it-wrong,
Rebekah's idea was to try something more
traditional, with, I dunno, the actual ship on
the cover.
Craziness, but I went with it anyway. We back
and forthed on a few things until I broke out
my m4d 4rt skillZ on the whiteboard,
snapped a pic, and sent it through.
I'm not sure why we didn't just slap this on
the cover (maybe color it first), but I'm the
writer, not the artist, so let her guide me
towards a more finished product.
After a lot of liquor, Rebekah came back with this:

After a lot of self-hate, a thing I can
empathize with, she admitted to not liking
the lines. The actors are being dicks and
getting in each other's way.
Since everyone was being moody, Rebekah
hopped on that crazy train and tried
something different.
And, because changing All The Things™ is a
guaranteed path to self-harm, she added
lights, shadows, and a lot of love. What we
got at the end was something emotive and powerful.
Rebekah hated it:

The problem, as I understand it, is despite
Nate looking like a badass with his sword on
his shoulder, is twofold.
The sword angle conflicts with the ship
angle, and

The positioning of Grace and Kohl.
It's just a bit crowded. It's powerful, it's
pretty, and it's ass.
Rebekah grabbed Grace and Kohl, shoving
them away from Nate, and we have
something that's coming together, but we
still have a basic alignment problem. Nate's
badassery conflicts with the Tyche, and his
sword is about to gouge out Grace's eye. This
won't do.
Despite having fully painted Nate, we needed to consign him to the
Draft Bin of Doom. Sorry. What happened next really surprised me.

Brilliance.

About this point, the alcohol consumption
levels in Casa du Vivid were at an all-time
high. Despite it having badassery to 11, the
lines don't work. It's the ship and the pesky
sword, right?

Rebekah went back to the drawing board,
dipping into the well of I've-got-to-get-thisfucking-done. I, naturally, made life harder by
saying I liked bits and pieces from each
render. I’ll admit to you at this point I am
wracked by permanent guilt, a kind of
malaise, because Rebekah has probably
spent a solid week’s woman hours on this
project and we’re not finished.

What if we tilt the Tyche? What if we keep
the badass sword and ship angle? Especially
since Nate’s ass is prominent (an advantage
of a cover artist who is also a woman is you
get neat benefits like this).
You can imagine the cries of horror, stifled
under a mien of hard professionalism. It’s
possible she doesn’t want to murder me
because I’m a nice guy, but it’s more likely
it’s because the travel costs are too high to
justify.
A million things change. Grace and Kohl swap sides. We get detailed
paints of Grace:

Kohl undergoes similar treatment, and some heavy contrast work.

I get my first honest-to-God spaceship ass shot. Rebekah wouldn't send
the whole thing to me at this point. I think we have trust issues.

But finally, it's done. The new cover for Tyche's Flight arrived this
week, and it is amazing. Please to enjoy.

The Full Cover Reveal

All I've got is, OMFG. I never imagined I would have something so good
on one of my books.
If you want to work with Rebekah, you can find her at vividcovers.com

(or moltengraphics.com, if you don't need covers but still want art). To
find someone who'd work so hard on my dreams?
Priceless.

Night's Favor, On the House
If you've survived this far, you deserve a reward.
In my recent freebie for the weekend with Consensus, I had a few
replies. Some thanks (you're welcome!) but also useful feedback. This
came in two parts.
What about those on non-Amazon stores, and
What about those who divorce themselves from email for the
weekend?
I get you.
My trilogy, Night's Champion, has migrated away from the sole
clutches of Amazon, and is now on the other two bookstores (iTunes
and Kobo). It's not on Barnes yet, because Barnes don't allow non-US
citizens to publish there, but I'm working on it.
As a celebration, you can get the first one digitally for zero dollars and
no cents.

Night's Favor is my debut novel. I loved writing it, and I'm pleased to
offer it again so more people can enjoy it. Get out there and grab it. It
still holds a 4-star rating on Goodreads, with over a hundred and fifty

reviews. Turns out, people like Val, Danny, John, and Adaliah (although
Adaliah only gets her ass-kicking ticket in the sequel).

Gimme Night's Favor

That's it from me this week. I hope you enjoyed the cover story
journey, and I hope you enjoy Night's Favor more. Until next time, keep
kicking ass.
R
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